
Science Fiction 

 2312 by Kim Stanley Robinson 

o The year is 2312. Scientific and technological advances have opened gateways to an 

extraordinary future. Earth is no longer humanity's only home; new habitats have 

been created throughout the solar system on moons, planets, and in between. But 

in this year, 2312, a sequence of events will force humanity to confront its past, its 

present, and its future 

 Anathem by Neal Stephenson  

o Fraa Erasmas is a young avout living in the Concent of Saunt Edhar, a sanctuary for 

mathematicians, scientists, and philosophers, protected from the corrupting influences 

of the outside "saecular" world by ancient stone, honored traditions, and complex 

rituals. Powerful unforeseen forces jeopardize the peaceful stability of mathic life and 

the established ennui of the Extramuros—a threat that only an unsteady alliance of 

saecular and avout can oppose—as, one by one, Erasmas and his colleagues, teachers, 

and friends are summoned forth from the safety of the concent in hopes of warding off 

global disaster. 

 The Andromeda Strain by Michael Crichton 

o The United States government is given a warning by the pre-eminent biophysicists in the 

country: current sterilization procedures applied to returning space probes may be 

inadequate to guarantee uncontaminated re-entry to the atmosphere. Two years later, 

seventeen satellites are sent into the outer fringes of space to collect organisms and 

dust for study. One of them falls to earth, landing in a desolate area of Arizona. Twelve 

miles from the landing site, in the town of Piedmont, a shocking discovery is made: the 

streets are littered with the dead bodies of the town's inhabitants, as if they dropped 

dead in their tracks. 

 C.S. Lewis’s Space Trilogy (Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra, and That Hideous 

Strength) by C.S. Lewis  

o Out of the Silent Planet begins the Space Trilogy with the adventures of the remarkable 

Dr. Ransom, who is abducted by aliens and taken by spaceship to another planet. In the 

second book, Perelandra, Dr. Ransom must battle evil on a new world when it is invaded 

by the Devil's agent. The final book, That Hideous Strength, concludes the adventures 

with Dr. Ransom in a world of superior alien beings and scientific experiments run amok, 

as he struggles with questions of ethics and morality in his quest for truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Dune by Frank Herbert  

o Set in the far future amidst a sprawling feudal interstellar empire where planetary 

dynasties are controlled by noble houses that owe an allegiance to the imperial House 

Corrino, Dune tells the story of young Paul Atreides as he and his family accept control 

of the desert planet Arrakis, the only source of the 'spice' melange, the most important 

and valuable substance in the cosmos. The story explores the complex, multi-layered 

interactions of politics, religion, ecology, technology, and human emotion as the forces 

of the empire confront each other for control of Arrakis. 

 The Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. Le Guin  

o The Left Hand of Darkness tells the story of a lone human emissary to Winter, an alien 

world whose inhabitants can choose -and change - their gender. His goal is to facilitate 

Winter's inclusion in a growing intergalactic civilization. But to do so he must bridge the 

gulf between his own views and those of the completely dissimilar culture that he 

encounters. 

 The Martian by Andy Weir 

o Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. 

Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him & 

forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded & 

completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—& even if he could 

get word out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. Drawing on 

his ingenuity, his engineering skills—& a relentless, dogged refusal to quit—he 

steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his 

resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 

 Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

o In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels 

alive is when he's jacked into the virtual utopia known as the  OASIS. Wade's devoted his 

life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital confines, puzzles that are 

based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that 

promise massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. When Wade stumbles 

upon the first clue, he finds himself beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate 

prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to win—and confront the 

real world he's always been so desperate to escape. 

 Red Rising by Pierce Brown 

o The Earth is dying. Darrow is a Red, a miner in the interior of Mars. His mission is to 

extract enough precious elements to one day tame the surface of the planet and allow 

humans to live on it. The Reds are humanity's last hope. Or so it appears. 

 

 

 

 

 



 The Road by Cormac McCarthy 

o A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the ravaged 

landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, and when the 

snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, although they don’t 

know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend 

themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a 

cart of scavenged food—and each other. 

 Stranger in a Strange Land by Robert A. Heinlein 

o Valentine Michael Smith is a human being raised on Mars, newly returned to Earth. 

Among his people for the first time, he struggles to understand the social mores and 

prejudices of human nature that are so alien to him, while teaching them his own 

fundamental beliefs in grokking, watersharing, and love. 

 The Time Traveler's Wife by Audrey Niffenegger 

o Clare, a beautiful art student, and Henry, an adventuresome librarian, have known each 

other since Clare was 6 and Henry was 36, married when Clare 23 and Henry 31. 

Impossible but true. Because Henry unintentionally jumps in time, pulled to moments of 

emotional gravity, past and future. His experiences can be harrowing or amusing. 

 


