
Collection Development 

Selection of Materials 

The criterion for selection of materials for the collection is to make available books and other materials 

that will meet educational, informational, cultural and recreational interests and needs of the people of 

the Ella Johnson Memorial Public Library District. To fulfill this purpose, the library endeavors to 

maintain a collection of representative materials of permanent value and/or of current interest. 

Further, the general criteria of selection will be (1) the library’s stated Public Library Service Responses 

and mission, (2) the overall value of the item to the use, (3) community needs and interests with due 

regard for variations in education, ability and interest among patrons/populations in general, (4) public 

demand as indicated by published lists of best sellers and patron requests, (5) literary and artistic merit, 

(6) the efficient use of library space, and (7) support of local education institutions curricula. 

The Board of Trustees, as a matter of policy, will allocate a minimum of 12% of its annual operating 

budget (defined as the total budget minus capital expenditures budget) for the purchase of library 

materials in all formats, in accordance with “Serving Our Public: Standards for Illinois Public Libraries.” 

The selection of material formats will be the responsibility of the library director, who will ensure that 

the selection of material conforms to the state library policies. 

Tools used for selection include professional journals; trade journals; subject bibliographies; publishers' 

catalogs and promotional materials; reviews from reputable sources; lists of recommended titles; and 

sales representatives for specific materials. Purchase suggestions from patrons are also an important 

source.  

Standard review sources include the following: Booklist, Library Journal, Publishers Weekly, VOYA and 

School Library Journal. 

 

 

Materials are purchased in the most appropriate format for Library use. Formats include print, 

audiovisual and downloadable materials. The library recognizes the place of non-print formats in the 

collection as legitimate educational and recreational resources for the community it serves. The Library 

monitors the development of new formats and, within budgetary and technical limitations, adds these 

to the collection.  

 

Collection Development and Weeding Policies 

The Ella Johnson Memorial Public Library District serves Hampshire Township and parts of Burlington, 

Plato and Rutland Townships. This area includes the Villages of Hampshire, Pingree Grove, and 

Burlington, unincorporated Plato Center and outlying farms and residential developments. The Ella 

Johnson Memorial Public Library District serves a population of increasingly younger, more urban 

patrons as the area experiences growth due to the westward migration from Chicago and its more 



immediate suburbs. The collection of the library must be adaptable based on the anticipated changes in 

population size and demographics. 

Departmental Specifications 

Adult Nonfiction 

Adult Nonfiction encompasses the entire Dewey Decimal Classification Range: 

Generalities (000)  

Philosophy & Psychology (100)  

Religion (200)  

Social Sciences (300)  

Language (400)  

Pure Sciences (500)  

Applied Sciences (600)  

Arts & Recreation (700)  

Literature (800)  

Geography & History (900)  

Biography  

Selection 

Standard selection tools are used as well as published bestseller lists from Chicago Tribune, USA 

Today and New York Times. Except in areas of high circulation like biography rarely is more than 

one copy purchased. The library utilizes the Baker and Taylor Automatically Yours Program 

which provides the latest releases from popular authors automatically. This ensures the library 

will have the titles in high demand on the date of release. Authors included on the library’s 

Automatically Yours program will be reviewed annually for continued inclusion into the program 

and the number of copies necessary. The library also subscribes to a downloadable Ebook 

service. 

Retention & Weeding 

Weeding must be aggressive in the more time-sensitive areas to ensure the availability of 

accurate, up-to-date information, while in other areas retention can be based more on 

condition and level of use. For the more time-sensitive subjects, anything over 2-3 years old 

should be closely examined for accuracy. 

Adult Fiction 

Literature classics, popular best sellers, critically-acclaimed first time authors, and genre fiction 

(mystery, science fiction, Christian fiction, romances, historical fiction, and westerns) make up the fiction 

collection. The primary purpose of the fiction collection is to satisfy the heavy demand from recreational 

readers for popular and new titles. The library also subscribes to a downloadable Ebook service. 

 

Selection 

In addition to standard selection tools, book sections from popular periodicals such as People, 



Entertainment Weekly, published bestseller list from Chicago Tribune, USA Today and New York 

Times, and patron demand heavily influence selection. Popular best sellers are obtained in 

multiple copies to fill patron reserves on a one book to five reserve basis. Additional copies may 

be purchased in the large print format. Generally, only one copy is purchased of other titles, 

depending on demand.  The library utilizes the Baker and Taylor Automatically Yours Program 

which provides the latest publications from popular authors automatically. This ensures the 

library will have the titles in high demand on the date of release. Authors included on the 

library’s Automatically Yours program will be reviewed annually for continued inclusion into the 

program and the number of copies necessary.  School district reading lists will also be frequently 

reviewed to ensure the library has copies to fit that demand. 

Retention & Weeding 

Literary classics, regional authors, and well-recognized contemporary authors are retained, 

sometimes in duplicate, as fits demand. Weeding of duplicate copies, books in poor condition, 

and of ephemeral authors must be done on a regular basis to maintain space for new books. 

Best sellers wear out rapidly because of high demand; they are either repaired, replaced, or 

withdrawn depending upon circulation, significance and current popularity of the author, and/or 

availability. 

Adult Large Print 

The large type collection is primarily a duplication of titles already in the library in standard type. Classic 

literature, popular and genre fiction - including mystery, romance, Christian fiction, etc. make up the 

fiction collection. The majority of nonfiction books consists of biographies, histories, medical, humor, 

and assorted other popular works. The library also subscribes to a downloadable Ebook service which 

should be noted is of high interest to large print users since they can adjust the font size of Ebooks on 

their devices. 

Selection 

Selection for Large Print is primarily done through standing order plans with Gale for Thorndike 

Press and Wheeler Hardcover books, both fiction and nonfiction. The standing order plans are 

reviewed annually. 

 

 

Retention & Weeding 

Weeding of books in poor condition or those with low circulation must be done on a regular 

basis to maintain space for new books. 

 

Adult Non-English Language Materials 

This is an area that had not been collected until 2010. The current focus of the collection is on materials 

in Spanish. Literature classics, popular best sellers, and genre fiction (mystery and romances) make up 

the fiction collection. The nonfiction collection consists of high interest material including bestsellers, 

biographies, memoirs, cookbooks and self-help. The collection is aimed at both native speakers and 

those wishing to improve their skills in a new language. 



Selection 

In addition to standard selection tools, patron demand heavily influences selection. Publishers 

catalogs that highlight non-English new releases are also heavily used. These may include Arte 

Publico Press and Baker and Taylor’s Español. 

 

 

Retention & Weeding 

Weeding of books in poor condition or those with low circulation must be done on a regular 

basis to maintain space for new books. 

 

 

Adult Audiovisual 

Audiobooks 

The spoken word CD and Playaway audiobook collection consists of both fiction and nonfiction 

materials. The fiction area includes contemporary and classic fiction with an emphasis on contemporary 

works. Works are represented primarily in unabridged versions. The nonfiction collection covers a range 

of subject areas including best sellers, instructional and self-improvement audiobooks. Language 

instruction is also included in this collection.  Changing technology is a factor that will need to be 

considered in the development of the collection with the rise in popularity of self playing digital 

audiobooks. The library also subscribes to a downloadable audiobook service. 

Selection 

Standard selection magazines such as Booklist, Library Journal and Publisher's Weekly include 

audiobook reviews. The library’s primary focus will be on ordering CD and Playaway unabridged 

titles, as budget permits, in order to provide a wider selection of the preferred format for most 

users of spoken word/audiobooks. Factors influencing the decision to concentrate on the 

unabridged format include the durability and sturdy packaging of audiobooks in the unabridged 

format. Many distributors of unabridged audiobooks also offer free replacements for missing or 

damaged pieces during the first year and charge only minimal replacement charges thereafter.  

Retention & Weeding 

The primary reason for weeding would be damaged CDs where no replacements are available. 

Circulation statistics will also continue to be a deciding factor in the replacement or withdrawal 

of a title from the collection. As this section continues to expand and emerging technologies 

cause a decrease in demand for specific formats, the audiobook’s format will be a factor to 

consider in the weeding process. 

Musical Sound Recordings 

The musical sound recording collection includes CDs covering all varieties of music. This includes, but is 

not limited to, classical, pop, R&B, country, jazz, reggae, world, new age, show tunes, etc. The library 

also subscribes to a downloadable music service. 

Selection 

Emphasis will continue to be on the CD format. However, due to changing technology in the 



audio field, the library must be alert and react to changes in format. Selection tools include 

many of the standard selection tools as well as reviews from popular periodicals like People, 

Entertainment Weekly, and USA Today. 

Retention & Weeding 

Weeding should still be an ongoing process with condition and circulation statistics dictating 

whether or not to withdraw a title. Materials that are in poor or damaged condition are 

evaluated and either removed from circulation, or replaced. 

DVDs 

The DVD collection exists to serve the general informational, educational, and recreational needs of the 

library community. Local video rental stores supply recent releases of the most popular films in greater 

quantity than the Library. Appropriateness and expected long-term use and value to the collection are 

deciding factors in the selection of adult videos. Patron requests for specific DVDs will be considered and 

purchased if the film is appropriate to the collection for the long term. Changing technology is always a 

factor to be considered in the long range development of the collection. 

Selection 

In addition to the standard selection tools, publishers' catalogs (Midwest Tape), ads, and patron 

title requests are also used to identify current high-interest releases and nonfiction films 

suitable for purchase. Preference is given to the purchase of new titles rather than 

replacements, but available titles in high demand may be replaced. If widescreen or fullscreen 

versions are available only on separate purchases the library will purchase the widescreen copy. 

Multiple copies may be considered for high-interest feature films only. Informational titles 

emphasis is given to popular subjects such as travel, sports, exercise, parenting, cooking, 

business, language, documentaries, arts, hobbies, and home repair.  Due to budget constraints 

the library does not purchase television series that have been released on DVD but rather 

focuses on feature films. 

Retention & Weeding 

The DVD collection is constantly growing. Weeding will be done based on circulation counts and 

condition of the DVD. DVDs with little or no circulation are regularly considered for withdrawal 

from the collection to make room for new titles. High-interest feature films may be replaced 

with new copies of the title, depending upon circulation history and community interest. 

Weeding is an on-going process. 

Videogames 

The videogame collection exists to serve the recreational needs of the library community. Local video 

rental stores supply recent releases of the most popular games in greater quantity and variety than the 

Library. Appropriateness and expected long-term use and value to the collection are deciding factors in 

the selection of adult videogames. Patron requests for specific videogames will be considered and 

purchased if the game is appropriate to the collection for the long term. Games will be purchased for a 

variety of platform as demand warrants. Changing technology is always a factor to be considered in the 

long range development of the collection. 

Selection 

In addition to the standard selection tools, publishers' catalogs, ads, and patron title requests 

are also used to identify current high-interest releases and nonfiction films suitable for 



purchase. Consumer publications like Game Informer and Nintendo Power may also be 

consulted. Preference is given to the purchase of new games rather than replacements, but 

available games in high demand may be replaced.  

 

Retention & Weeding 

The videogame collection is constantly growing. Weeding will be done based on circulation 

counts and condition of the videogames. Videogames with little or no circulation are regularly 

considered for withdrawal from the collection to make room for new titles. Weeding is an on-

going process. 

 

Adult Reference 

The Ella Johnson Memorial Public Library District’s reference department contains materials that cover 

the entire range of the Dewey Decimal Classification System. The goal of the library's reference 

department is to provide current information on all subjects and historical information in areas where 

previous questions and experience indicate that it is likely to be in demand. Materials formally cataloged 

for reference comprise only part of the collection. The circulating nonfiction and periodical collections, 

representing many areas of interest, and the many online databases to which the Library subscribes 

serve as major sources in meeting requests for information. Selection in these areas reflects and 

supports the dependence of reference on potentially all parts of the Library's collection.   

Selection 

Selection of reference materials is based on subject coverage, timeliness, affordability, and 

usefulness. Reviews and recommendations of materials are consulted before purchasing 

reference materials. Sources consulted for objective reviews of reference materials include: 

Library Journal and Booklist. Publishers' ads and brochures are checked for new titles. Only one 

copy of a standard reference book is purchased. If the contents and format make it appropriate 

for the circulating collection, however, additional copies may be purchased.  

Retention & Weeding 

Retention is based on the likelihood of a historical interest in the field as well as the timeliness 

of a title and its informational content. Weeding is done on an annual basis to make room for 

newer titles. Item withdrawn from reference may be placed in the circulating nonfiction 

collection if appropriate. 

 

Adult Periodicals 

The Periodicals collection consists of approximately 145 subscriptions. The collection includes popular 

titles in a broad range of subject areas. 

Selection 

The Library's objective is to have a well-balanced general periodical collection that includes titles 

in all subject areas appropriate to a medium-sized public library serving a diverse clientele. 

Patron suggestions for addition to the collection are evaluated by reviews, ads, and sample 

issues.  



Retention & Weeding 

Because of current space limitations, the size of the periodicals collection must remain fairly 

stable. Titles are kept for current year only with the exception of Consumer Reports which is 

retained for 2 years.  Usage is continually evaluated, and titles not used are weeded so that new 

periodicals can be acquired. 

 

Teen Fiction 

The Teen collection is comprised of fiction titles and graphic novels selected specifically to meet the 

recreational needs of teens. The fiction collection consists primarily of young adult novels and genre 

literature covering mystery, science fiction, fantasy, and romance. Graphic novels are selected from the 

same fiction genre listed above. The library also subscribes to a downloadable Ebook service which 

includes materials for teens. 

Selection 

In addition to standard selection tools, patron demand heavily influences selection. Popular best 

sellers are obtained in multiple copies to fill patron reserves on a one book to five reserve basis. 

The library utilizes the Baker and Taylor Automatically Yours Program which provides the latest 

publications from popular authors automatically. This ensures the library will have the titles in 

high demand on the date of release. Authors included on the library’s Automatically Yours 

program will be reviewed annually for continued inclusion into the program and the number of 

copies necessary.  School district reading lists will also be frequently reviewed to ensure the 

library has copies to fit that demand. 

Retention & Weeding 

Well-recognized contemporary authors are retained as well as award winners. Weeding of 

duplicate copies, books in poor condition, and of ephemeral authors must be done on a regular 

basis to maintain space for new books. Best sellers wear out rapidly because of high demand; 

they are either repaired, replaced, or withdrawn depending upon circulation, significance and 

current popularity of the author, and/or availability. 

 

Teen Nonfiction 

The Teen nonfiction collection is comprised of titles and graphic novels selected specifically to meet the 

informational and recreational needs of teens. Graphic novels are selected from nonfiction works of 

interest. The library also subscribes to a downloadable Ebook service which includes materials for teens. 

 Selection 

 In addition to standard selection tools, patron demand heavily influences selection. 

Retention & Weeding 

Weeding must be aggressive in the more time-sensitive areas to ensure the availability of 

accurate, up-to-date information, while in other areas retention can be based more on 



condition and level of use. For the more time-sensitive subjects, anything over 2-3 years old 

should be closely examined for accuracy. 

 

Teen Audiobooks 

This is an area that was not specifically collected until 2009. Currently there is a small collection of teen 

audiobooks on CD and Playaways.  Changing technology is a factor that will need to be considered in the 

development of the collection with the rise in popularity of self playing digital audiobooks. The library 

also subscribes to a downloadable audiobook service which includes materials for teens. 

 

Selection 

In addition to standard selection tools, patron demand heavily influences selection. Emphasis 

will be on the CD and Playaway unabridged format. 

 

Retention & Weeding 

The primary reason for weeding would be damaged cassettes or CDs where no replacements are 

available. Circulation statistics will also continue to be a deciding factor in the replacement or 

withdrawal of a title from the collection. As this section continues to expand and emerging 

technologies cause a decrease in demand for specific formats, the audiobook’s format will be a 

factor to consider in the weeding process. 

 

Children and Teen Non-English Language Materials 

This is an area that was not collected until 2010. The current focus of the collection is on materials in 

Spanish and bi-lingual English and Spanish materials. Popular best sellers and series and well known 

picture books make up the fiction collection. The nonfiction collection consists of high interest materials 

including books about animals, counting, etc. The collection is aimed at both native speakers and those 

wishing to improve their skills in a new language. Materials are in a wide variety of age ranges including 

board books, picture books, easy readers  and chapter books. 

Selection  

In addition to standard selection tools, patron demand heavily influences selection. Publishers’ 

catalogs that highlight non-English new releases are also heavily used such as Baker and Taylor’s 

Español. 

 

 

Retention & Weeding 

Weeding of books in poor condition or those with low circulation must be done on a regular 

basis to maintain space for new books. 



Children’s Fiction 

Picture Books 

The Picture Book collection is a large, popular section in the library. Picture books ideally should be 

books with illustration on every page. These illustrations should be so detailed that the story can be 

understood by studying the pictures alone, without the accompanying text. Picture books come in 

various sizes, but a great number of them are over-sized. They are approximately 32 pages long and are 

generally narrow, so that many of them fit on each shelf. It is not unusual for parents to check out10-20 

such books per visit, especially when pre-school storytime is in session. Additionally the library collects 

sturdy "board books" which are aimed at the youngest child and are shelved in a separate area. The 

library also subscribes to a downloadable Ebook service which includes materials for children. 

Selection 

Books are selected from reviews found in the following sources: School Library Journal, 

Publisher's Weekly, Booklist, and Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books. Publishers' catalogs 

are also used when the quality of a particular author and/or illustrator's work is known and can 

be relied upon. Duplicates are purchased for classic and popular authors. It is particularly 

important for a library to maintain a large selection in this category to satisfy patron interest and 

demand. 

Retention & Weeding 

Books are kept as long as they are in good condition and continue to circulate. One or two 

copies of each picture book are kept, depending upon demand, popularity, and quality.  

ETR (Easy To Read)  

This important collection serves the needs of children who are just learning to read, through the end of 

grade two. These fiction and nonfiction books have controlled vocabulary, large print, and, in some 

cases, short chapters. Some publisher’s have series in which the grade level is clearly printed on the 

books' covers such as Hello Reader, An I Can Read Book, and Kids Can Read Alone. 

Selection 

Books are selected from reviews found in the following sources: School Library Journal, 

Publisher's Weekly, Booklist, and Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books. Publishers' catalogs 

are also used when the quality of a particular author and/or illustrator's work is known and can 

be relied upon. Duplicates are purchased only for very popular authors.  

Retention & Weeding 

Books are kept as long as they continue to circulate and are in good condition. 

Juvenile Books 

The juvenile fiction collection is comprised of titles meeting the recreational and educational needs of 

students with third through sixth grade reading levels. Books include modern selections in such areas as 

mystery, sports, science fiction, adventure, humor, historical fiction, and novels about the problems of 

contemporary boys and girls. Also included in this collection are classics such as books by Louisa May 

Alcott, L.M. Montgomery, Mark Twain, etc. The books are generally a step above easy readers in 

difficulty and length.  



Selection 

Using the standard reviewing tools, one copy of most titles is purchased. However, where 

popular demand is apt to be great as many as three copies of each title are purchased. Multiple 

copies of Newberry Award winner and Rebecca Caudill winners are also purchased. The library 

utilizes the Baker and Taylor Automatically Yours Program which provides the latest publications 

from popular authors automatically. This ensures the library will have the titles in high demand 

on the date of release. Authors included on the library’s Automatically Yours program will be 

reviewed annually for continued inclusion into the program and the number of copies 

necessary.  School district reading lists will also be frequently reviewed to ensure the library has 

copies to fit that demand. 

 

Retention & Weeding 

Retention is based on use and condition of the material; titles with multiple copies should be 

checked for usage and duplicate copies withdrawn as demand decreases. Titles are replaced and 

supplemented as needed based on demand. 

 

 

Children’s Nonfiction 

Students use the non-fiction collection to complete assignments and additionally for recreational 

reading. Some topics such as explorers, the original 13 colonies and the states, ancient cultures, and U.S. 

presidents are recurring assignments in the local school districts. Favorite topics for recreational reading 

include sports teams and players, animals, dinosaurs, pets, riddles and jokes, and magic. The library also 

subscribes to a downloadable Ebook service which includes materials for children. 

Selection 

Review sources include the standard selection tools for children's materials: School Library 

Journal, Booklist, etc. In addition, publishers' catalogs are regularly consulted in order to obtain 

materials that fulfill subject needs but that do not get reviewed in the selection journals. 

Weeding and Retention 

Weeding must be aggressive in the more time-sensitive areas to ensure the availability of 

accurate, up-to-date information, while in other areas retention can be based more on 

condition and level of use. For the more time-sensitive subjects, anything over 2-3 years old 

should be closely examined for accuracy. 

Children’s Reference 

The Children’s Reference collection in the library consists primarily of sets of general encyclopedias and 

specialized sets, such as Lands and Peoples and science encyclopedias. The section also contains sets on 

countries, states and history such as The Civil War. Dictionaries and a thesaurus at a child’s reading level 

are also available.  

Selection 

The standard selection tools are used for the reference collection. In addition, publishers' sales 



representatives and catalogs are regularly consulted to keep general and specialized 

encyclopedias and sets current. 

 

Weeding and Retention 

The specialized encyclopedias in science and other subjects should be regularly updated to 

maintain currency. Weeding is done on an annual basis to make room for newer titles. Item 

withdrawn from Reference may be placed in the circulation nonfiction collection if appropriate. 

 

Children’s Audiovisual 

Audiobooks 

After strong focus in this area over several years including the use of some substantial grant money the 

children’s audiobook collection is now robust and varied. The collection also includes listen-alongs which 

is a picture book that has a recording of the book on a CD included with it. Changing technology is a 

factor that will need to be considered in the development of the collection with the rise in popularity of 

self playing digital audiobooks.  The library also subscribes to a downloadable audiobook service which 

includes materials for children. 

Selection 

In addition to standard selection tools, obtaining spoken word copies of award winners such as 

the Newberry and Rebecca Caudill selections, and patron demand heavily influences selection. 

Emphasis will be on the CD and Playaway unabridged format. Purchasing of spoken word audio 

along with picture books will be emphasized in future selection.  

Weeding and Retention 

The primary reason for weeding would be damaged cassettes or CDs where no replacements are 

available. Circulation statistics will also continue to be a deciding factor in the replacement or 

withdrawal of a title from the collection. As this section continues to expand and emerging 

technologies change decrease demand for specific formats, the audiobook’s format will be a 

factor to consider in the weeding process. 

Musical Sound Recordings 

The musical sound recording collection includes CDs covering all varieties of music. Children's folk songs 

and dances are perennial favorites, along with certain established children's performers such as Raffi, 

Laurie Berkner, Jim Gill and Ella Jenkins. The library also subscribes to a downloadable music service. 

Selection 

Emphasis will continue to be on the CD format. However, due to changing technology in the 

audio field, the library must be alert and react to changes in format. Selection tools include 

many of the standard selection tools such as School Library Journal as well as reviews from 

popular periodicals like People, Entertainment Weekly, and USA Today. 

 

Weeding and Retention 

Weeding should still be an ongoing process with condition and circulation statistics dictating 



whether or not to withdraw a title. Materials that are in poor or damaged condition are 

evaluated and either removed from circulation, or replaced. 

DVDs 

The DVD collection exists to serve the general informational, educational, and recreational needs of the 

library community. Local video rental stores supply recent releases of the most popular films in greater 

quantity than the Library. Appropriateness and expected long-term use and value to the collection are 

deciding factors in the selection children's videos. Patron requests for specific DVDs will be considered 

and purchased if the film is appropriate to the collection for the long term. Changing technology is 

always a factor to be considered in the long range development of the collection. 

Selection 

In addition to the standard selection tools, publishers' catalogs (Midwest Tape), ads, and patron 

title requests are also used to identify current high-interest releases and nonfiction films 

suitable for purchase. Preference is given to the purchase of new titles rather than 

replacements, but available titles in high demand may be replaced. If widescreen or fullscreen 

versions are available only on separate purchases the library will purchase the widescreen copy. 

Multiple copies may be considered for high-interest feature films only. Informational titles 

emphasis is given to popular subjects such as language development, counting and math, 

animals and adaptations of children’s picture books.  

Retention & Weeding 

The DVD collection is constantly growing. Weeding will be done based on circulation counts and 

condition of the DVD. DVDs with little or no circulation are regularly considered for withdrawal 

from the collection to make room for new titles. High-interest feature films may be replaced 

with new copies of the title, depending upon circulation history and community interest. 

Weeding is an on-going process. 

Videogames 

The videogame collection exists to serve the recreational and educational needs of the library 

community. Local video rental stores supply recent releases of the most popular games in greater 

quantity and variety than the Library. Appropriateness and expected long-term use and value to the 

collection are deciding factors in the selection of children’s videogames. Patron requests for specific 

videogames will be considered and purchased if the game is appropriate to the collection for the long 

term. Games will be purchased for a variety of platform as demand warrants. Changing technology is 

always a factor to be considered in the long range development of the collection. 

Selection 

In addition to the standard selection tools, publishers' catalogs, ads, and patron title requests are also 

used to identify current high-interest releases and nonfiction films suitable for purchase. Consumer 

publications like Game Informer and Nintendo Power may also be consulted. Preference is given to the 

purchase of new games rather than replacements, but available games in high demand may be replaced.  

 

Retention & Weeding 

The videogame collection is constantly growing. Weeding will be done based on circulation counts and 

condition of the videogames. Videogames with little or no circulation are regularly considered for 

withdrawal from the collection to make room for new titles. Weeding is an on-going process. 



 

 

 

Donations 

The library reserves the right to accept or reject any or all gifts. Once accepted, gifts become library 

property and are subject to all library policies including weeding. The Library Director or designated staff 

will evaluate each item and determine if it is appropriate for the library collection. Once an item has 

been donated to the library, the library will not return the item to the donor. 

 

Bill of Rights and Collection Development 

The library subscribes to the American Library Association Bill of Rights, American Library Association 

Freedom to Read and the American Library Association Freedom to View 

http://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/librarybill 

http://www.ala.org/offices/oif/statementspols/ftrstatement/freedomreadstatement 

http://www.ala.org/offices/oif/statementspols/ftvstatement/freedomviewstatement 

 

Censorship or Objection to Library Materials 

If an individual or group of individuals attempts to censor books or other library materials, or presents 

an objection regarding library material, the Board of Trustees shall act as follows: 

1. All objections and complaints regarding any books or other materials shall be submitted to the 

Library Director through the Patron Request for Reconsideration of Material form. Individual 

must hold a valid library card from the Ella Johnson Memorial Public Library District. 

2. Such objections will first be reviewed by a committee of the staff appointed by the Board of 

Trustees. 

3. The committee will submit its findings, in writing, with their recommendations to the Board of 

Trustees. 

4. Any book or other material shall remain in use until the Board takes action requiring the 

removal of the material. 


