
How to download  library eBooks to your Tablet 

You can download eBooks and eAudiobooks through the Ella Johnson  
Memorial Library for your iPhone, iPad, Smartphone, Android Tablet, Kindle 
Fire or Nook Tablet through the OverDrive App. 
 
To check out and download books or audiobooks to your tablet or phone you 
will need to have: 
 Your Ella Johnson Library card 
 Your device 
 Access to WiFi 

Need Help?  Come in to the library or call us at (847) 683-4490 for assistance! 

1. Get the OverDrive app for your device  

First, go to your app store: 

 For any apple product: The App Store 

 For any android tablet or phone: The Google Play store 

 For a Nook Tablet: The Apps option 

 For a Kindle Fire: The Apps options 

Do a Search for OverDrive.  The full app name is “OverDrive Media Console.” 

Install the app on your device. 

Before you do more with the app, make sure you are connected to a WiFi   

network.  If you are in the library you can connect to  our public network   

“EJL-Public” by going to the settings of your device and choosing our network 

to connect to. 



2. Authorize your device with an Adobe ID  

Touch the app when it has fully installed to open it. 

On some tablets and devices the app will advise you that in order to use    

Adobe eBooks, you will need to authorize your device with your Adobe ID (it’s 

free!).  If you are not prompted right away, you will be prompted when you 

are checking out a book. If you have an Adobe ID, you can touch the “Sign In” 

button and enter it; if you do not have an Adobe ID, touch “Register at       

Adobe.com” and  follow the registration process to create an Adobe ID and 

password.  Once you have finished creating your ID and password, return to 

the Overdrive app and touch “Sign In” to enter your new Adobe ID and     

password.  Click “Authorize” to complete the process.   

3. Select your lending Library 

Once launched, Overdrive will take you to your bookshelf where you will 

see an introductory “Welcome to Overdrive” audiobook selection you can 

listen to get an overview of Overdrive. To begin searching for books from 

our library, touch the OverDrive O (on Apple devices it will be three lines) on 

the upper left side of your screen to bring up your menu options. 



Enter your zip code and touch search (see below).  Overdrive will show a 

list of libraries.  Touch “Ella Johnson Memorial Public Library District” to select 

our library system.   

You will need to add your library to Overdrive: Touch the “Add a Library” link. 



Touch the star next to “Online Media of Northern Illinois Libraries (OMNI     
Libraries)” to select our library system. 

Our Library system will be added.  Touch the OverDrive O (or the three lines, if 
you have an apple product) to bring up menu options again. Touch the Online 
Media of Northern Illinois to enter the OMNI page. 



4. Sign in with your Library Card Information:  

From the Overdrive Omni homepage, touch “Sign In.”  

Choose “Ella Johnson Memorial Public Library” from the menu that appears, 

then type in your Ella Johnson card number and pin number (the last 4 digits 

of your  library  card number) when prompted. 



5. Search for a book you want:  

If you know a specific title, you can type it in the search box at the top of the 

page and press the magnifying glass to search.  If you want to browse for   

other items, touch the “advanced” option below the search box (on the 

right). The advanced search screen allows you to search for a lot of different 

options at the same time.  Type in the search criteria of your choice in the 

boxes  provided.  In the “Format” search box, choose “E-Pub eBook” from the 

drop-down selections. You may also choose to click the check box next to 

“Only show copies with  title available” – this will bring up only those titles 

that are available for immediate checkout.  When you have entered all of your 

criteria, touch the “Search” button. 



6. Select the book you would like 

Choose the title you would like to read by touching the cover to see more      

information about the book and to see if it is available. 

If it is available you will see a green “Borrow” option. Touch this to borrow. 



7. Select Download Format 

Once you touch “borrow” you will be taken to your bookshelf. Next to the 

book you wish to download, you will see a green button that says “Download 

(Select your Format).”  Touch this green button to pull up the format options 

(either Kindle or ePub).  The OverDrive app works with ePub books so you will 

want to touch the box next to “EPUB eBook.” 



8. Download eBook or eAudiobook: 

To download your item to the OverDrive App, touch the “Confirm &      

Download” link next to the item (see below).  The item will download         

directly to your device.   

If you are not automatically redirected to the book in the app, touch the 

menu option (the OverDrive O on the upper left) and select the “bookshelf” 

option.  Your newly downloaded book will be on the bookshelf. 



9. Returning Items:  

Your items will automatically be returned for you (no late fees!) after the 

checkout period is over.  However, if you would like to return an eBook to 

make room for another one, you can do that through the app. 

 

Simply open the OverDrive app and touch and hold the 

book cover until the pop-up featured below appears.  It will give you the option 

to return the book. 



10. Renewing Items:  

Three days before your item will expire, you can renew it by opening the Over-

Drive app, touching the Online Media of Northern Illinois on the left side to enter 

the OMNI page, touching “Account” at the top to view the item(s) you have 

checked out, and touching the renew option (see below). 

If there are no holds on your item you will be taken to another screen to touch a 

green “Renew” button.  If there are holds on the item you will see the following 

message: 



If you touch the text you will be taken to a screen to fill out an email address so 

OMNI Overdrive can put you back on the hold list for the item and notify you 

when it is your turn. 

Enter your email address where instructed and touch the green “Place a Hold” 

button. 
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